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Parents of children in kidZ conneXion
are primarily in a stage of parenting
that affords them the luxury of feeling
“in control” of their children’s lives, at
least to some degree. As a parent
looking “backwards,” | have to tell
you that whether that is reality or a
figment of your imagination, it is a
comfortable place to be. Dave and |
have entered a season of parenting in
which we feel fairly “out-of-control”—
Ben is a sophomore in college and
thus, living away from home (far
away from home!) and Andy is a high
school senior and although he lives at
home, he’s away from home more
often than not.

In this stage of parenting | readily
admit, I miss my children. | miss
hearing their voices and seeing their
faces. I miss “feeling” in control of
their lives in regard to planning much
of what they do and knowing where
they are and who they’re with. There

On a recent day off from school,
Andy and | went to The Waffle Shop
to have breakfast together. Al-
though it was probably just another
mid-morning meal for Andy, it was
a treasured moment for his mom!!
I enjoyed my coffee and blueberry
pancakes, but | cherished listening
to my son who is quickly becoming
a young man. It was food for my
soul to talk face-to-face instead of
on the fly, or in a text message.
Sigh. | loved looking into his future
and dreaming with him a little bit. |
had come to breakfast with some-
thing on my heart that | wanted to
share with Andy; a word of affirma-
tion mixed with a small measure of
admonition. Just about the time it
seemed right to initiate that conver-

sation, Andy asked the dreaded
question, “Uh, Mom, can we go
now?” | swallowed hard and calmly

replied, “Sure, Andy, we can go. |
know you

is much | miss in

this season of my

have a busy

parenting life but
I'lll spare you
many more ob-
noxious mother-
hen laden details.
What | miss most
however, are the
significant chunks
of TIME to be
with  Ben and
Andy. As a
mother of young
children, 1 would
often long for a
day to myself
that offered me a
significant chunk

Do not merely listen to the word, and
so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.
Anyone who listens to the word but
does not do what it says is like a man
who looks at his face in a mirror and,
after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like.
But the man who looks intently into
the perfect law that gives freedom, and
continues to do this, not forgetting
what he has heard, but doing it—he
will be blessed in what he does.

James 1:22-25
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day.”

I knew that
his abrupt
desire to
leave wasn’t

about me.
Andy had
finished his
short stack,
home fries
extra  crisp,
bacon and

chocolate
milk and he
was ready to
get on with
his day. He

of silence, or stillness but now | just
miss hangin’ out with my boys, and
their friends and the chance that time
would afford us to chat, laugh, play or
discuss something of a serious nature
together and of course, for me to im-
part some parental wisdom.

had plans with friends and knew he
had to mow the lawn beforehand.
His day off was full and he needed
to get going; he wanted to get go-
ing. He took our bill and $20 to the
cashier to pay while 1 fumbled
through my wallet to leave a gener-

Uh, Father, Can I Go Now?

ous tip for the attentive waitress who
had served us.

As we headed into the parking lot and
The Waffle Shop doors closed behind
us | heard the familiar whisper of the
Holy Spirit. The Spirit asked me to
recognize that 1 had just wit-
nessed a mirror image of me in
the presence of God. His loving
conviction reminded me that al-
though I show up with a hungry
heart, all too often | read the
Word hastily, just enough to whet
my spiritual appetite and then I'm
on my way. My quick prayers fol-
lowed by, “Uh, Father, can | go
now?” How often do | listen with the
intent of hearing what’s on the heart
and mind of the Trinity in that mo-
ment? The Holy Spirit reminded
me that when 1 don’t linger in His
presence, I miss out. When |1
miss out, God’s not mad at me
nor does He remove His favor
from my life. He doesn’t even
beg me to stay with Him longer
but I miss out on what was on
His heart for me, for others, for
His intended glory.

In James chapter 1, the phrase “look
intently” literally means “to linger”
and in this context it is referring to
lingering in the Word of God. These
verses in James 1 tell us that if we
will linger as we read/look into the
Word of God (the perfect law that
gives freedom), and keep lingering
there and then DO something with
what we’'ve heard/read, there are
blessings to be had! | have to ask
myself, how often do | miss out?
God has something on His heart for
His children at all times but will we

linger in His Word and in His Pres-

ence long enough to receive it? As

His children we are fools to miss it.

As parents, we can’t afford to miss
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[Find ideas for lingering in God’s Word and His presence on page 2]




Tips for Lingening with youn Fathen

If you don’t already have a bible reading plan, consider picking up a hard copy of a Life Journal at the
Information Center at your gathering and begin to linger with God through reading the Bible. Pick up a
Kids Life Journal for your child and teach them this habit as well. [There are also bookmark size copies
of the reading plan that can be used instead of a journal.]

Soon you will be able to go online at www.calvarysc.org and click on “Get Stuff” and then “Life Journals”

to read some of the Calvary staff member’s Life Journal entries and to record your own. Instructions to

follow.

If you need some motivation in this regard, request a cop of Pastor Dan’s sermon February 24, 2008,
also at one of the Info Centers. You will be inspired. (I have a few copies at the office. If you catch me,
I'll get one to you.) Just start reading and don’t miss out!

Ministry Notes for Parents

New process God Time & Small Talk Cards:
In an effort to save the waste of paper and funds
we would like YOU to decide if you want a weekly
copy of the God-time and Refrigerator cards for
your elementary children and/or a monthly copy
of the Small Talk cards for your toddler and pre-
school children. Therefore, these will no longer
be distributed in your child’s class but they will
always be available at the children’s regis-
tration table at all Calvary locations for YOU,
or your children to pick up as needed. As you
may know, these are the First Look and 252 Ba-
sics take-home documents that families can use
to reinforce the concepts taught during kidZ con-
neXion each week. First Look and 252 Basics is
the curriculum we use in kc for toddler — 5"
grade children. If you have any questions, please
contact the kc Director of your Calvary Gathering.

Same Service = Improved Relationships

One of the four kidZ conneXion core values is re-
lationships. We believe that friendships are im-
portant to kids so when they connect with peers
and adult leaders in meaningful ways they are
more likely to return. Therefore, we are inten-
tional about building relationships each weekend
during kidZ conneXion. We encourage you to
attend the same Calvary gathering each weekend
as often as possible.

Restricting who picks up your child?

Please know that if you, as a parent or legal
guardian, do not want your children picked up by
a particular person for safety reasons, the kidZ
conneXion staff team is willing to work with you
in that regard. Contact Sherilyn Jameson at
sherilyn@calvarysc.org.

= Full Festivd

Sunday, October 18

Harvest Fields
Outdoor Worship @ 11 am
Festival @ 12:30—4:00 pm
Baptisms @ 1:30 pm

Live Music - Inflatable Obstacle Course
Dunk Tank - Flag Football - Clowns - Magician
Tumblebus - Sand Volleyball - Face Painting
Moonbounce

Hot dogs and simple carnival food available for every-
one! Those with particular diet needs or preferences
are welcome to bring their own picnic lunch to supple-
ment what is provided.

Joint Outdoor Worship Gathering at 11am on
soccer fields. In the event of rain, the worship gath-
ering will be moved to two identical joint worship gath-.
erings at 9am and 1l1am at Midtown (SCASD High
School South Auditorium). Please check
www.calvarysc.org/fallfest or call 814.238.0822
(ext. 34) for updates. There will be no rain date
scheduled for the Fall Fest. Pray for good weather!
Outdoor Baptisms @ 1:30pm.
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breut Bools!

Focus on the Family
www.focusonthefamily.com

Family Life
www.familylife.com

National Center for Biblical Parenting
www.biblicalparenting.com




